
As a member of the Coe community, your support directly impacts our students’ 
futures. Whichever way you choose to stay connected, whether through 

volunteering your time or providing financial support, your generosity strengthens 
the college’s unwavering commitment to its experiential liberal arts education. 
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Coe’s strategic plan initiatives are designed to help grow the 
endowment while reducing the college’s long-standing dependence 

on endowment spending. Endowment spending has been reduced for 
the last five consecutive years, all while keeping balanced budgets.
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A SUSTAINABLE 
FINANCIAL FUTURE

Coe College continued gaining 
momentum in the 2017-18 
academic year. Record enrollment 
over the last few years, decreased 
reliance on endowment spending 
and successful fundraising have 
combined to strengthen the 
college’s financial outlook. Coe 
has once again achieved a balanced 
budget while completing the Make 
Your Move campaign, the largest 
capital campaign in Coe history. 

These achievements would not be 
possible without the unbelievable 
generosity of Coe’s alumni and 
friends, which positions the 
college to continue thriving for  
the foreseeable future. 

Thanks for all you do for Coe 
College! 

Mike White 
Executive Vice President



Our new state-of-the-art SynDaver, funded in part by the 
generosity of the Coe community, will provide hands-on 
anatomy teaching for generations of Kohawks interested  
in entering the health care field. 

Hands-on learning is also abundant in the new MakerStudio, 
which gives students unique access to a 3D printer, laser 
cutter, an animation station, a sewing machine and a robotics 
laboratory (with more features yet to come), that bring 
research projects or personal passions to life. 

Coe students have myriad opportunities to enhance their cultural 
understanding and sense of purpose. Whether it’s through off-campus 
study programs or volunteer opportunities in the Cedar Rapids 
community, these programs allow students to broaden their horizons. 

COE’S STUDENT-CENTRIC 
EDUCATION AT WORK 

BROADENING 
HORIZONS 
Instilling in our students  
the capacity for tolerance  
and an ability to appreciate  
the ethnic and cultural 
diversity of humankind is at 
the heart of Coe’s mission.  

Kasi Rupert ’20 was able 
to take her love of lab work 
and helping people to the 
next level while taking part 
in one of Coe’s summer 
research programs.

“I participated in 
researching protein behavior 

within cells as a first-year student and I 
used tools such as the 3-D printer in the 
MakerStudio to create a tangible model  
of several proteins. Our results will be  
used by the medical community for  
future treatments and research.”

John Chaimov
Chair for Foreign Language 
Department, Associate Professor 
of German, Director of  
Off-Campus Study 

“The growing number of international locations 
for Coe students to study abroad provides them 
with the possibility to live their education while 
challenging their beliefs. As our partnerships with 
institutions of higher learning around the world 
continue to grow, so do the opportunities for our 
students to learn about new cultures and discover 
their place in the world.” 

Coe’s tradition of experiential learning provides 
our students with unique academic experiences 
in and out of the classroom.

Harlow Hadow and class with the SynDaver, a synthetic  
cadaver used as an anatomy teaching tool. 

Kasi's 3-D  
printed proteins

"I want to live my life making people feel better and to 
help them in any way I can. I am an AmeriCorps volunteer 
working with His Hands Free Clinic in Cedar Rapids. This 
volunteer role made me realize my career path, and I now 
hope to attend dental school once I graduate.  
Coe has opened many doors for me. Thank you!"

Natalie Frasher ’20  
knew she wanted to be involved in the 
community and help people from all  
walks of life once she got to Coe. 



Preparing students for life after graduation is a central part of a Coe education.
CREATING OPPORTUNITIES FOR STUDENTS

C3: Creativity, Careers, Community provides opportunities for students to apply what they have learned in the classroom to hands-on 
experiences outside of it. Students connect with alumni and community partners while applying and practicing a robust set of skills, including 
creative problem solving, collaboration, resiliency and the ability to respond effectively to a rapidly changing world.

Each facet of C3 — creativity, careers and community — is a way for students to engage in transformative experiences and translate those 
experiences into skills that employers and graduate schools are seeking. 

The Professionalism and Self-Presentation course 
takes students through the process of identifying and 

understanding how their interests, skills and academic work at Coe 
align with their career and life goals. Students learn how to present 
themselves professionally through multiple hands-on activities with 
professionals in our community.

Design Thinking Workshops invite students to work 
collaboratively to solve real-world problems with campus 

and community partners through a non-linear, problem-solving 
methodology.

Innovation Labs provide opportunities for students to 
pursue non-traditional projects. Whether it’s an entrepreneurial 

t-shirt design business, experimenting with robotics or creating 
a campus podcast, Innovation Labs provide time and space to 
experiment, fail and try again — an essential component of innovation.

Kohawk Startup offers students a glimpse into the 
entrepreneurial startup process through a 24-hour innovation 

event. Students pitch ideas, form teams, and work with professional 
mentors on customer discovery and research — all with an end goal 
of pitching their idea to a panel of judges in a ‘Shark Tank’-type 
atmosphere.

Networking and Connections with alumni and other 
professionals, especially those in our Cedar Rapids/Corridor 

community, invites students to practice their professional 
conversation skills, learn about careers from practitioners and 
professionals, and make those important networking connections — 
all with the support of C3 staff every step of the way.

The Office of Community Engagement within C3 provided Keenan Lee ’19 with a unique volunteer opportunity 
in the Cedar Rapids community.

“Coe made it possible for me to volunteer with the Civil Rights Commission. 
Volunteering made me realize I want to have a career in counseling psychology to 
make an impact on students in the Chicago area once I graduate. Coe helped me 
discover my future career potential by sharing their network and providing me with 
volunteer work that has broadened my own perspective. Through volunteering, I 
am continuing to grow as a person by helping others.” 



Gifts from alumni and friends continue Coe’s legacy by providing crucial funding to academic programs, 
scholarships, endowment, faculty support and so much more. 

ENHANCING THE STUDENT EXPERIENCE

“JoAnn and I have included Coe in our Estate 
Plan in gratitude for the positive impact the 
college has had on our lives. My 55-year 
professional career began with my position as 
an admission counselor at Coe and the bonus 
of having lifelong college friends. Including 
the college in our will is a very important way 
to support the college’s long-term financial 
planning purposes. It allows us to recognize 
and thank Coe for the many blessings of an 
enriched life that resulted from an excellent  
Coe education.”

Peter Bryant ’62  
Heritage Club Member, Alumni 
Award of Merit Honoree 2002, 
Distinguished Service Award 
Honoree 2018

Lotukalafi 
Ahomana ’19 

“Thanks to you, as a first generation higher 
education student, I will be the first in my  
family to earn a college degree. Your generosity 
provides me with the academic scholarships  
I needed to help me attend college, where I’ve 
discovered my passion for history. I am also 
involved in many student organizations and  
even had the chance to visit an archaeological 
field school in Greece. Thank you!”

Sally Roegner  
Brause ’88
Volunteer, Donor

Director of Human Resources, 
GreatAmerica Leasing

“There comes a point when we need to stop 
thinking about what we are receiving and 
begin to think more about how we could give 
back. As Bill [Brause] ’87 and I thought about 
how we might best impact the lives of others, 
we went to what positively impacted us. Coe 
provided us an education that helped us in our 
personal and professional lives. We believe Coe 
continues to do this for others.

I want to make sure Coe remains a great 
college, filled with wonderful people, inspiring 
academics and nice facilities so that if we have 
grandchildren someday, they will consider Coe 
as a top choice.”

Frantony (Jeremy) 
Lewis ’21

“Thanks to you, I am privileged to further my 
career with a liberal arts education at Coe 
College. Coe has so much to offer compared  
to larger universities, making it an obvious 
choice for me to attend. The small community 
at Coe feels more like one big family.”

The generosity of our alumni, parents and friends makes an impact across campus.  
Thank you for your ongoing support.



Alumni Made 
it Possible in 

2017-2018  

Fiscal year 2017-2018 gifts by decade

Every gift truly makes a difference. When you give to the college, it is your way of saying your Coe experience  
was meaningful. A higher alumni donor participation rate makes Coe more appealing to prospective students and  
grant-awarding foundations. The more alumni who support the college, the more valuable a Coe degree becomes. 

$$3,044,370
Alumni Giving39%

Alumni Giving
made up over

of gifts to  
the college

29% 24% 35% 30% 22% 13% 11% 11% 12%
1930s 1940s 1950s 1960s 1970s 1980s 1990s 2000s 2010s

$Total Giving  
in FY18

$7,786,029

“The Alumni Mentoring Program taught me that a mentorship is about more than a professional relationship. My 
mentor Destiny Hastings ’98, truly got to know me and was there for me whenever I needed it. She made a point to 
show me around Cedar Rapids and introduce me to her community. Destiny helped me create connections and made 
me feel more at home at Coe and in Cedar Rapids. I will never forget her guidance.”

Ali Alvarez-Sookram ’20 

Coe alumni create impact through their actions by volunteering 
as mentors and facilitating internships to students in the Cedar 
Rapids area and beyond. 

Alumni like Laci Palar Lower ’01 love to connect Kohawks with 
Cedar Rapids business leaders and believe these partnerships 
foster strong relationships between Coe, its students and the 
entire Iowa City - Cedar Rapids community. 

Mentorship from Coe professors and community members made 
an impact on Lauren Garcia’s ’10 Coe experience. As an alumna, 
she credits those connections as a guiding force in her education. 
Now, she gives back to her alma mater by playing that role for 
current students in their journey of self-discovery. 

ALUMNI PAY IT FORWARD  COMMUNITY IMPACT,  
IMPROVEMENT AND INVOLVEMENT   

“As alumni, I feel that it is our responsibility to 
provide opportunities to enrich Coe students’ 
lives. Not only is it in our best interest to help 
these students bolster the reputation of the 
college, but if we don't help them, who will?”

“Whether it’s by dedicating an hour during 
a social networking night, conducting mock 
interviews or spending time over coffee, I am 
always happy to meet with a student. I think 
many alumni, particularly young alumni, feel that 
the only way to give back to Coe is monetarily, 
but I can attest that it is very rewarding to give 
back your time. The students that I’ve met 
through mentoring inspire me. I hope the Alumni 
Mentoring Program helps Coe students become 
more confident in their own abilities and feel like 
they have someone else in their corner rooting 
them on, just like I did when I was a student.”

Laci Palar Lower '01
Volunteer, Alumni  
Mentor, Donor  

Founder, Interlace Lauren Garcia ’10
Volunteer, Alumni  
Mentor, Donor  

Manager of Admissions & 
Enrollment, University of 
Iowa College of Pharmacy



As an important initiative of A Bolder Coe, Coe's strategic plan, 
the Center for Health and Society (CHS) will make Coe the most 
attractive college or university option for students interested in 
entering the health care industry. 

The CHS, to be located in an expanded Peterson Hall; will bridge 
multiple programs and disciplines at Coe to provide one-of-a-kind 
experiential learning opportunities within the heart of Cedar 

Rapids and its emerging MedQuarter. It will also provide support 
for acceptance to graduate and professional schools for students 
interested in clinical professions.

Through direct and relevant learning programs for all students, 
regardless of major, the CHS will directly prepare students for 
success in the vast professional opportunities within health care. 

A glimpse of some of the strategic plan initiatives currently underway at Coe.

Coe’s commitment to its students 
has fostered new areas of support 
this fall with the help of College 
Possible, a nonprofit dedicated to 
fostering on-campus relationships 

and ensuring graduation success for at-risk students. Every 
year, 300,000 students from low-income backgrounds enroll in 
four-year colleges and universities, but only 32 percent graduate 
within six years.

Coe is one of the first colleges in the country to bring College 
Possible’s Catalyze program to campus as a way to alleviate this 
issue. By pairing current Kohawks with “near-peer” coaches 
who themselves are recent Coe graduates, the program provides 
support and guidance throughout the duration of each student’s 
time at Coe. 

WHAT'S NEXT FOR COE

“As one of Coe’s first College Possible 
coaches, I use my own unique experiences 
from my time here to relate to the 
students in the program. I am ecstatic to 
be part of their support network and help 
them reach their full potential.”

Kyrsha Balderas ’18 
College Possible Coach  

Laura Van Buer 
College Possible Supervisor

“Coe’s partnership with College Possible will 
close the gap for these at-risk students and 
give them the confidence and knowledge that 
they can succeed and earn a Coe degree!” 

Center for Health and Society 
Bringing a liberal arts environment to health care education

College Possible
A new partnership for  
student success

To learn more about Coe’s strategic plan initiatives 
outlined in A Bolder Coe, visit www.coe.edu. 


